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OSCAR >V. UNDERWOOD.
Laying aside the heavy and thank¬

less task of trying to make the Demo¬
crats In Congress keep, hs a majority,
the promises of economy it made as a

minority, the Hon. Oscar \Y. Under¬
wood has been visiting Riehmond dur¬
ing the Christmas holidays. Last night
he was a guest of honor at a large
dinner, and those who were fortunate
enough to meet and hear him gained
a clear and lasting impression of the
lnher> t:t power and forcefulness and
good sense and tact that have com¬
bined to make Mr. Underwood ilie
Democratic llous.- leader,
No part) Is weak that can produce

such men. and even in Its days of
greatest prostration the Democratic
patty has never beeil a dying organi¬
sation One of the editors ul the World
Once said to Joseph Pulitzer, "The
Democratic party is dead.'' "1 know It.''
said Pulitzer; "It dies every ten years
or .-o regularly, out somehow It man¬
ages to revive and outlive those new
and powerful modern parties which
think they have killed It."
And the reason of the indestructible

vitality of iiu Democratic party l'es
in tin. fact that It Is at heart a party
of protest and of liberty. Unjust taxa¬
tion, the denial of civil rights, cor¬
rupt judges. brutal adm'nistrators,
special privileges and class exemption
ate some of the causes as old as civi¬
lization itself that have bred democ¬
racy In every age. in Amcr'ea we have
not lacked for such causes or lor
Democrats. In his attitude towards
the tariff Mr. L'nderwood has thor¬
oughly and effectually apprehended the
chief source of that discrimination and
injustice that have bred and at'o still
breeding class hatreds and socialism.
As ho has said on the Hour of Con-
greaa and in Iiis public speeches, the
protective taritf levied by the Republi¬
can purty Is nothing but high-handed
robacry under the guise of law. The
theory advanced b> the supporters of
the tariff is that it helps labor. Mr.
Underwood cut through this flimsy
pretense when he said: .'There has
been no attempt on the part of the
manufacturer to give labor its share
of the benefits derived from the tariff.
They have kept all tin profits for
themselves."
We dress in cotton because the wool

trust will not Ui us clothe ourselves
In wool. We pay exorbitant prices for
everything that the Republican party
can protect fot the benefit of its fa¬
vored friends and supporters. The re¬
sult of this policy has been to destroy
tin. very prosperity the Republicans
pretended to preserve. it lias taken
high prices and lessened purchasing
power of money, with all that these
factors mean in the loss of luxury 01
the actual reduction of the neii^sities
61 life, to teach the American voters
*ome little of the folly and talslty of
Republican ta.ilif.. legislation. To Mr.
Bnderwood mote than to any other
living American ate the people indebt¬
ed for the successful ami audacious
tight by the Democrats against the
wool and cotton teheduies in the last
Congress,

President Tail, it is trie, vetoed
those bills on the ground that they
had not been sufficiently considered,
and theie Is a very strung probability
that .Mr. Underwood will send them
bhik to President Taft and compel ins
ngnature without even remarking that
it was the "('resident and not huu.-t.lf
who waa Insufficiently Informed last
Aug u.M.

It tu not for ht> service tilonc in
the Democratic Congress of last sea-1
tlon, when he occupied the position of
leader of the Democratic side with
auch signal and conspicuous anility,!
that h« drew down on hi.-: head the
impotent wrath of William Jennings
Bryan, that Mi. Underwood deserves
well of the country at large.

Rather, We applaud and commend
his public action because he lias made
no demagogic appeal; lit has not,
truckled to the rich, tu- hu:- nol
fawned upon the poor, he hin "ot
helped to plundet the wagc-eariici In I
order to catch the vote of the camp-
followers, and In that long cniniv.il
of predatory plutocracy that calm In
with McKinley and llunna in 1896,
and reached high watei marl; in the
f'aync-Aldrlch hill under President
Taft, he has not despaired Ol tr.. r

public. Calmness and courage and
good temper and faith in thi pt bplc
when there seemed least ground for
truatlng them, and steady and wise
tffortB for betterlna conditions these
are. some of the characteristics t ,*t
the Hon. fjr?car W. Underwood has
shown in an unusual and impreativi
way.

That is why he stands head and
rhouldtrs above all other men who .,

.considered for the Democratic nomi¬
nation excepting only Harmon aiid
Wilson, it Is said that Alabama is too
far South 'or one of her sons to be
successful \t\ a national election. Bui
Alabama lu a part of the' nation, and
that State, has shown that she can

Mftac<»noon «ja». at4 at is task in

[ capacity, in service and in patriotism.
1 with any sons of any State. Such a

man Is Oscar W. Underwood.

this jury yvoy.
An interesting; and suggestive case

of conflict between Judge and Jury de¬
veloped In the Circuit Court of St
Louis, Missouri, recently. Tho Jury.
"twelve good men and true," In the
entire meaning of tho phrase.It Is
stated, refused to accept a verdict dic¬
tated by the court, because It was re¬

pugnant to their consciences and not
Justified by tho facia aa they saw
them. The court held them for four
days In an effort to coerce them, bvit
finally surrendered, and the verdict
was recovered aa they agreed upon It.
The verrj'ct scorns to have been so far
In accordance with tho evidence. If not
with the law, that the judge, however
much he was chagrined at the Jury's
obstinacy, could not, or, at least, did
not, venture to set 11 aside.
The Brooklyn rcagle. In discussing

the case, remarks that too many
Judges In some of the States seem to
lose svght of the fact of the coequal-
Ity of the court and the Jury as cm-
braced In the principle that jurors
are as absolute in passing on tho facts
as the judge Is in passing on the law.
Those Judges. It continues, seek to co¬
erce jurors, attack them bitterly from
the bench when coercion or dictation
Is resisted and thereby fall of recogni¬
tion of the dignity of Jurors and their
autonomy within their own Held of
tacts! Were there less of this, the
Eagle argues, Jury service would be
mote tolerable to the self-respecting
citizens.

Also, we add. there would be less of
professional juryistn, since full accept,
ancc of the dignity of the Juror and
the responsibility to society ho is under
would tend to awaken the self-respect¬
ing citizen to a sense of the duty of
Jury service.to the honor and tho
privilege. Indeed, of being called to
such service. In order to the Jury
system's being the bulwark of right
and justice which has been the concept
of the institution since the time of
Anglo-Saxon comput gallon, from which
it evolved, a court cannot bo too zeal¬
ous in Impressing jurors with its re¬

cognition of their rights and. province
ami the solemn obligation that rests
upon them.

OX THE EVE OF PASSI.\U.
The head on which long has pressed

so heavily the triply merged crown of
Wcnceslaua, St. Stephen and the Maps-
burgs, Is 'bending low. Despite the otll-
clal reports that seek to minimize the.
seriousness of his condition, it is ob¬
vious that the aged Kinpcror-KIng of
Austria-Hungary le on the eve of pass¬
ing. thai the shadows of the sables
that shut out mortality to reveal im¬
mortality arc closing around him.
When death shall have scaled the rec¬
ord it Will be that of one of the great¬
est of modern monarch*, not only In
length of days, but in achievements.
In history-making. Francis Joseph's
reign of over three-score years has
reflected little of military glory on
his domains. Judged by that standard,
his career has been a failure. Save for
the subjugation of Hungary in 1S4S,
With the aid of KuS8<a, who then paid
hack the debt of the partition of Poland,
and the partial and temporary success
of Rtidcsky's expedition Into Italy,
when his possessions there were also

seething with revolution, his has been
a mlnot soldierly figure. War's rudo
aim uint hav>- trumpeted Mule renown

for him; his sceptre has been no vic¬
tors and upon the battlefield; the
light .at has beat upon his throne
has reflected dazzling deeds of
fame, ; .1, foi all that, when his hour
shall have struck, in truth of him it

may be written:

"The nrav'e old oak ha? bowed its head,¦
A victim to the blast.

Death holds within Its conquering arme
The conqueror at last."

For vrt again, for all the story of
military disastct and humiliation,
Francis Joseph has been a great mon-

arch and a conqueror. At the age
..! nineteen called t" the assumption
of the -imperial honors, upon the ab-
dlcatlon of his uncle, Ferdinand I., a

self-confessed impotent as Fmperor.
land anitd.thc throes of the Magyar
revolt for Independence, Francis Joseph.

ni, I, rcI.i of absolutism, promised
id be a Bourbon of the Bourbons. As
such, indeed, commenced: be ended
with* having dolled all traditions of
Bourbonisrn He conquered himself
and his instinctive and Inherent pre*
dl cctions; b'- forgot much; he learned
niori lie signally Illustrated that peace
hatlii its Victories ho It is than war; j

pf th' term, he ha:t been his own

Bismarck, his own PI It, for these as

royal coadjutors Austria-Hungary has
n<-\«i developed.

Compelled, after Magenta and b'o>.
ferine in ls&9, to surrender l«ombardy
to the ioiitpcror of the French, who
sUbüCqtn nil.- e«dcd It to Kmtnanucl I.,
and following Sadowo in 18(6, which
wrested from Austria her old German
hegomonj and poraniountcy, and made
Prusfta tin head 61 the «Jet man con-
f rdoi atlon. while Hi the name time
Austria wat forced to abandon wholly
Northern Italy, Francis Joseph found
himself confronted with a problem of
Internet reconstruction such as few
rulers ever had to face. "Out of thlf
nettle danger he plucked lh< flower of
safety,'' with territory reduced; with
new ami formidable powers on 'Ither
i'ii. with racial antagonisms mani¬

festing, thcmsolvcs in ever) quarter of
his dominions, the most polyglottic
a-tid polycihniu country ¦ on the face of
tin- globe, i sccept India, and with lime
g^riah aspirations tor the re I urn til

jibe order ere the fatal day at Mohatx
when Solymnib the M^min. ni, bat¬
tered down the blood-stained bulwark
at Cut lsUifj.i.Uy, an.U the. uoj,dtn Ituii.

became a mockery, the task was that
of a statesman of the broadest and
most astute type.
Francis Joseph measured to tho

height of tho argument of the condi¬
tions. Gradually, and within the linos
of safo and sane conservatism, ho dis¬
carded the unworkable and addressed
himself to workable, methods of con¬
solidating tho several parts of his
monarchical inheritance, through tho
development of mutual interests and
cultivation of incentive to personal
loyalty. Out of tho darkness of that
darkest of days for modern Austria,
Sadowa, he caused to shlno a now star
for Hungary by restoring the Hun¬
garian Constitution and permitting
himself to bo crowned King of the
.Magyars, thus founding the Dual
Monarchy. As a consequence of this
conciliatory and concessional policy,
his efforts to promote industrial de¬
velopment, his liberalism in the mutter
Of tho extension of the franchise, tho
empire is, as a whole, on a firmer

Ifoundation to-day than It has been
since 1848. and the Emperor-King Is
the most beloved ruler In ;.ll Europe.
Meanwhile, Francis Joseph has not

been wonting In efforts to Inercaso
Austro-IIuuguriuu influence and pres-
tlgc in foreign affairs. Some of the
fruits of his foreign diplomacy are
seen in his forming tin alliance with
his vanquisher of ISOö, in the posi¬
tion accorded Vienna In composing the
ever recurring Balkan troubles, and
in attainment to a recognition, aa a

military ,power to bo reckoned with,
from the other European nations,
which rendered possible territorial ex¬
pansion by finally annexing Bosnia
and Herzegovina without striking u
blow.

And all that Francis Joseph has
done to brighten the lot of his sub¬
jects and illumine the pages of Austro-
Hungarian history with an example of
liberalism, all bis progressive adapta¬
tion of circumstances to the ends of
enhancing ills realm's greatness,
and perpetuating Its separate existence,
is thrown out from a background of
domestic tragedies that would have
been enough to crush all spirit and
purpose, nay, ambition, out of any
man not inspired In his public life
by the loftiest Ideals of the duty that
Inheres in power and place, and the
responsibilities that these carry. As
his days Francis Joseph's strength
has been to bear the immense burden
Which birth, fate and misfortune laid
upon him, ami he hus borne it to the
honor «'f his house and the elevation
of his empire-kingdom In every way
that makes for a grander and a more
potential voice in the parliament of
nations.
We hear, of course, as w0 have

heard every time during the last
three decades he has been reported 111,
the question. "After him, what'.'" ac¬

companied with dire predictions of
change nnd upheaval. The answer to
the question, the world may well be
satistiod, is, Nothing: and the predic¬
tions it may well dismiss as born of
baseless apprehension.
Austria cannot stand alone; Hun¬

gary cannot stand alone. Both divisions
of the Dual Monarchy have repeatedly
shown that they knew this when events
appeared to bo Hearing the precipita¬
tion of a test. The phantom of the grasp
for all Germany under one autonomy,
which Bismarck wisely declined to
close, after tho Austro-Prussian War.
still hovers over Austria; the spectre
of Russian pan-Slavic propaganda still
haunts the Magyar. More than that,
and most vital as discrediting proph¬
ecies of evil and of dismemberment,
a prescient British slatement has de¬
clared that if there were not an Aus¬
tria-Hungary it would be»tiecessary for
the equilibrium of Europe to create
one.a declaration which Is empha¬
sized by the fact that the powers know
it to be true, and In their relations,
diplomatic and otherwise, with Francis
Joseph "buffer aggregations of states"
have shown their appreciation of Its
ti uth not the least clearly In their
STr|fc for ascendancy In the V'enncso
chancellery counsels.

WHAT TUE WOMF..X IM!» IX LOS
AXi 10 I.KS.

A special correspondent of the Chi¬
cago Tribune reports In that paper
his observations as to the result of
equal suffrage in I^os Angeles, and his

conclusions amount to a catalogue ot

achievements by the newly created
electoral class. Here were some or the

things that the women did in Eos
Angeles, according to tho correspon¬
dent:

e'.isi more than half the total vole.
l >efeat< d socialism.
1 >< tea ted prohibition.
Declared for municipal newspaper.
Voted for device to preserve pave¬

ments, i

Voted more quickly than men.

Required less coaching than men.

Brought peace throughout the city.
Outvoted men in nearly all precincts.
Worked for candidates more enthus¬

iastically than men.

Converted many former foes to their
cause

If the observations of the Tribune
correspondent are generally correct.
and there Is no ttason to believe that

they are not the record of these wo¬

men is notable. The San Francisco
Call says that these women "stood the
teM nobly,'' and adds that they "voted
with discrimination and with sound
reason for every ballot."

A GRAND OLD NAME.
There seems to bo a combination of

Brhllhs in restraint of oilier patrony¬
mics. Tho .lone.''. ;,nd Browns arc

getting Into the. position of small
competitors. The grand old name,
which always holds the post of honor

j In the directory, la corning to tho
front more than ever. One of the first
two Senators from Arizona will bo
Murk Smith, Thi Smith family (s ol-

' represented 'it the upper houno
fai in .mis> of Its numerical proinl-
h'cni |rl -the nation. There are ilv-e
Smiths in the Senate, There are Mark,
fjoffl -Uizona, WJIJf&m, Aide», of Mleh..

Igan; John "Walter, of Maryland; Hoke,
of Georgia.and here lot us puuso
xcveroutlally before, uttering his name
.Ellison Durant, of South Curollua,
whose garden name is "Jaybird."
"Were there no othor Smith In tbo Sen¬
ate than Ellison Durant, the grand olu
name would still hold Its own. The
Smiths will cast more than 5 P*r cent,
of tho votes of the entire body. Four
of them aro true to family traditions
In being Democrats. Some day, por-
hnps, wo shall have a President named
b'mlth. It has always been our belief
that Christopher Columbia's mother-
in-law's name was Smith before she
was married.

There Is a rumor, which cannol be
confirmed, that Christmas was cele¬
brated in Texas.

No, dear "Subscriber," you will hard¬
ly be able to -pawn those penwipers
your wife's third cousins sent you for
Christmas.

Voice of the People I
Borrol-Suatchlng und BouJlrca.

To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:Sir,.Parents; would bo thankful it
our uuthcritios would break up theburbarlo desecration of Christmas bythe tiring of cannonurackors and build¬
ing bontircs. All agree that it is. anuisance, but beyond Individual con¬trol. Every block has sick and agedpeople, who aro tortured by the ln-
cessunt racket.all day and all night.Around the bonllrcs are small boysdrinking whiskey anu beer, and In¬dulging in profanity und vulgaritywhich, If parents could hoar It, wouldparalyze them. Why not limit the tlmofur such indulgence to, say, 10 or 11o'clock,, and aftor that hour arrestall w.ho lire crackers or build fires?As to barrel-snntching: Can anyprudent parent countenanco tho in¬vasion of privat premises, emptyingthe contents of garbago barrels onthe ground and carrying off the indis¬
pensable barrel? Some have tho cheekto ask for money for cordwood, and
protniHC you immunity If you will con¬
tribute. That Is a nice education inhigh morality. The thing has goneloo far and Is getting worse. What
arc police for anyway?

SUFFERING CITIZEN.

"The Long Holl."
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:Sir..I have just read this remarkablebook, and since, at this late day, nocriticism can discourage nor any praiseIncrease Its triumph, there remains lit¬
tle to he said excepting such protest as
a strong story or a beautiful work ot
art excites by its compelling contrasts.
Some others have treated, not very In¬telligently, of its minor features.Its
rnnk profanity, for example.but how
could Miss Johnston g|vc us these mov¬
ing pictures of camp life and of thehurried march and of the tiery cifgeof battle, seeing everything and hear¬
ing everything, without also letting ushear now and then the profane em-
phatlcs of the soldiery? What art de¬
manded of the gifted authoress here
may easily be condemned and disavowed
by the commonest canons of morality,and we must trust to this to prevent a
possible recurrence of a coarse vice.
No well-bred person swears nowadays--unless, indeed, he is horribly provoked,
and in that case lie Is likely to repeatthe offense by swearing at himself Injprivate for an ass.

While we aie .at liberty to regretthis stain upon the pages of "The I.ongiHoll," we may nevertheless dismiss all
further d'scusslon of it, since wur. It
should be remembered. Is not a reli¬
gious exercise. Battle and slaughter,lire and sword, destruction and despair,mutilation and agony, the rbricks oftho wounded and the gasp of the dying,
aro not New Testament institutions.
Nor are they reasonable and logicaldeductions from the teachings of the
Man of Nazareth. Far from it! At
their very best, and shorn of all un¬
necessary atrocity, there can only bo
seen in these things the resurgence ot
the savage and the brute, the fury of
the cave dweller, the rage of the tufted
war chief, and under the shadow of
these horrors how futile seems all the
piping we have heard against the lesser
Incidents and the little transgressionsof the story.
There an; other and much more Im¬

portant grounds of criticism, for If ItIs the chief function of literary art to
Interpret life, the question arises
whether It may find either In the hero¬
ics or in the horrors of war tit material(or a normal revelation of life. Ini
the supreme hero of any story or of]any national emergency there Is an I
Irresistible charm which the author may
count upon to command instant ap¬plause, and Miss Johnston has not failed
to make tho most abundant and con¬
tinuous use of these elements of her
story, so much so indeed that one IsU ft in doubt whether she gravely es¬
timated tho vast inlluence upon the
minds of the young, upon her own and
perhaps future generations, of that
false glory which has drenched a thotts-
and of the fairest Heids of the worldWith the blood of her nohl»il .«»«

It is a frightful responsibility for
any one gifted with senilis to attempt
to hide the hideous features of Bellen.«
beneath the garish garlands of militaryglory. The gifted authoress of the
book under review did not attempt to
conceal the horrors of the battlefield,but It Is a reasonable question wheth¬
er a majority of her readers will ylcid
to the revulsion of these horrors or to
the Infatuation of military glory, that
deceiver of men since the world began.
We have not seen In our day another
Büch vivid literary picture of that]ignts-fatuils glory, arising out of Its

Abe Martin

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THIS PECULIARFACT ABOUT MURDER CASES?
By John T. McCutcheon.

[Coprrtght« 101 Vi B7 Joho T. UcW.oh«..]

"Not a ,oul in eight. I »hall nave, be detected." ( X Kepretente ecene of protpoeHve crime.)

But at the trial it develops that the murderer dropped hie handkerchief, alto two cord* with name andaddress; also that a man going for a doctor saw and recognised himt alto that the Janitor and his wife sawhim from the baeement windowt also that a couple on the strips saw him distinctly; also that a man whocouldn t sleep looked from the window and saw him; also that a tramp sleeping on a bench awoke and sawhim; also that a belated cab dritter saw him plainly; and also that the drioer of a milk wagon saw himapproaching the scene of the crime.

hell-marshes, and leading only to the
battle trenches of the Innumerable:
dead, an:! It Beema to me that any one
might well hesitate at the responsibil¬
ity of setting such perilous and un¬
speakable Ideals before multitudes of
the confiding and inexperienced, com¬
ing upon this world-plane In Its rising
generations.
There remains to spoak of the love

story in Miss Johnston's book, furnish¬
ing a useful and perhaps here and there
a golden thread, but ceasing without
being finished, like a bas-relief sculp¬
ture or like Homer's I3pos, which Is
doubtless a sufficient example of art
formed for us, whether by accident or
design, in the original forge of genius.He this as It may, whctiier indifferent
or significant, but would It not be bet¬
ter to write one homely word In the
spirit of universal peace, the golden
peace of "good will to men-' and of
"glory in the highest." than to write
a thousand Hashing periods.and reapthe plaudits of the world.transformingthe rage and ravage of the battlefield,
that frightful anachronism of a Chris¬
tian civilization?

BENJAMIN C. MOOMAW.
Savannah, Va.

Three lied Apples-
Down in my pocket where mv glovc-s

abide.
Three nice apples were wont to hide;
Thrusting my hands, as I often do,
Instantly my thoughts were turned to

yon.

Into those pockets as my hauls went
down,

What on earth do you suppose I found?
But I have told you, even above.
Prompted by friendship.wish It was

love.
liven yes. even the while I slept,
Into my pocket thoso apples had crept.

Speaking a Inngungr I never had heard.
Telling a story unuttered by word,
Of a friendship sacred und true.
Instantly my thoughts were turned to

you.

Upon this token I long will dwell,
Think of It. treasure It.ah. well.
When sad moments of loneliness come

o'er.
Think ot it, treasure it. moro and more.

Now In the future when you are sad,
Think of the heart your deed made

glad;
Believe me. trust me, and you wlH find
You wore not "casting pearls before

swine."
S. G. KINO.

La Marquise de Foncenoy
THAT the severance of Sir Hill

Child's engagement to I/ady
Helen tlrosvenor, the very pretty
youngest daughter of the late

Duke of Westminster, should have
taken place Immediately on his recent
return from the United States, lends to
confirm the story current in London, to
the effect that If the mutch Is off, It
Is owing to news received by Lady
Helen of an infatuation of her llance
for somebody on this sld6 of the ocean,
rumors of which were current during
his stay here. The action of Lady
Helen is calculated to somewhat Im¬
pair the popularitv hitherto enjoyed by
Sir Hill Child, both at court and in
Kngllsh society. For she is, desnlte
her youth.she Is only twenty-four
years old.half-sister to the Duchess of
Teck and the Marchioness of Ormonde,I and aunt to the Countesses of Bcau-
champ and Bhaflcsbury, as well as to
the Duke of Westminster, tho Ladles
Shaftesbury and Bcauchahip being
the two most intimate friends of Queen
Mary, while the Duchess of Teck Is
the latter's sistcr-ln-law.

Sir 11111 Child Is head ot a very old
family, and la quite rich, his wealth
being derived from an old established
banking concern, though he himself
is a soldier by profession, and served
us a subaltern of the Irish Guards dur¬
ing the South African War. The origi¬
nal name of the family was L'Knfnnt.
and Robert l/F.nfani was Provost of
Shrewsbury in the thirteenth century.
The family name was transformed IhW
l/e Chylrte, and from that into Ch'ld.

century It has been settled In Staf-1fordshlre. and for the last 250 yearsthe eldest son of tho family has al¬
ways borne Smith as a Christian name.
It was Admiral Sir Smith HUI Child
who commanded as captain the "Eu¬
rope" In the two actions of tho Brit¬
ish Host against the French squadronof Admiral de (Jrasso at the mouth of
tho Chesapeake, a tew weeks before
the surrender of Cornwallls to Wash¬
ington, at Torktown. The baronetcy
was bestowed by ejuoen Victoria uponthe grandfather of the present Sir
11111 Child, in recognition of his ser¬
vices as representative in Parliament
of the northern division of Stafford-]shire, during a period of some thirty
years.

Sir Hill Child was a member of the
exceedingly gay house patly of the
Duke and Duchess of Westminster, at
Eaton Hall, In h"nor of the young
Queen of Spain, last August, and took
a very active part In tho polo games
und gymkanas It was during the:
course of that house party that his
engagement to Lady Helen GroJvrnur,
who was one of his fellow-guests, mat¬
erialized, and among the first to öfter
their good wishes and congratulations
to the fiances, were the Spanish sov¬
ereigns.

The stories to the effect that the
Reverend t.'larenco V. T. Rlcheson, now
under Indictment at Boston, Mass..
for the murder of his llaneee. Avis
Linnet, had performed a ceremony of
marriage, uniting himself In matrimony
with tho ill-futeil girl, so as to quiet
her scruples, serves to recall a notable
trial which took place some llfty years
ago or more in the court of Queen's
Bench, In Dublin. The case atoso
through a clergyman of the then State
Church of Ireland, the Rev. John Beam¬
ish, secretly tnurrylng a young wo¬
man, going through all the essential
forms of the ceremony on his own be¬
half, and placing the ring on the bride's
linger. Later on he Wished to get rid
of the girl, and when she claimed thnt
he had married her, performing the
ceremony himself, he, first of nil, de¬
nied with Indignation that he had
solemnized any ceremony of the kind.Rnd then ndded that even If he had
done so. It would have been Invalid.
During the course of tho trial, n

witness turned up, who had seen from
ii window of a house on the oppositeside of the narrow street, tho youngclergyman going through the essential
forms of the ceremony, and who had
observed his reading from the liturgl-cal marriage service, and the placingof the ring on her finger, etc.
The presiding judge. Sir William]Crampton, one of the most eminent

jurists that have ever occupied a seat]on the bench of the Supremo Court of'
Ireland, expounded the law at greatlength, to the effect that a clergymanhad a perfect right to officiate at his
own wedding, and to perform the cere¬
mony, consequently that tho marriage
of the Reverend John Beamish was
thoroughly valid and binding, and
could only he severed by divorce.

That titles In Germany ate quite as
expensive as nt Rome, where the heavyfees demanded for their registrationhave often led to (ho assertion that
the money exacted was Ihe price of
their purchase, and that they were
mere objects of barter and sale. Is
shown in H rather piquant manner by
._,_

tho suit of the Imperial "Moroldsatnt."
01 Department of Heraldry, at Berlinagainst Prince Alexander Munstciyoungest .son, but chief heir, of (atxtuiesman and diplomat who represent¬ed the German Empire, In turn 111 Lou-don and Pari«, us well us at tho llrHtPeace Congress of Tho Hague, whichho presided, und Who, up to tue <>..';.throw of the Kingdom of Hanover,was one of Its chief ministers 61state, and the principal dignitary o(King George's, court.
When Emperor Wlliijm raison tinold diplomat from the tank Ol count

to that of prince, for hm services titthe Peace Congross of the Hague, he
particularly stipulated that the lltl<
was ad personain, and not hereditary,
owing to the fact thut the eldest souof the prince was a no'cr-do-well, who
hud been mixed up In all sorts of un¬
savory meases, and had married againsthis father's wishes one of the pscudoprincely Ghlka family. Consequentlythe princely title became extinct whenthe old prince died. Ho left all his
property to his younger son. Count
Alexander Munster, who is married toLady Muriel Hay, sister of the pres¬ent Earl of Klnnoutl. Count Alexan¬der's elder brother, Ernest, died In
1905, In an Austrian lunatic asylum;
and four years later, that Is to say.In 1909, Emperor William, at the in¬
stance of Count Alexander, revived the
title of prince In his favor, also ad
pcrsouam.
For this elevation in rank the prince

was required by thu Imperial and State
Department of Heraldry, at Berlin, to
pay an amount of something over a
thousand dollars, for stump dues, and
u sum of no less than Jtf.oud for other
tees. The prince has paid the $1,000worth of stamp duties, hut busing him¬
self on legai advice, absolutely de¬clined to pay a cent of the remainingfees, on the ground that they are ex¬
tortionate and not provided for bylaw. The result of this Is that ho Is
now being sued by the State Depart¬
ment of Heraldry for the amount,
greatly to the annoyance of the Kaiser,
who, under tho circumstances. Is not
likely to consent to the further con¬
tinuation of the princely title to Prince
Alexander's son.
Of course a good deal of capital is

being made out of the affair at Ber¬
lin, owing to the fact that the prince
is far more English than German, ani
makes his principal home In England,
at Marestleld Park, his country seat
In the county of Sussex. In the eurly
part of the nineteenth century Maros-
Held Park was the home, of Sir John
Shelley. At his death it passed to hi;'
only child, married to Hervey Fecholl,
She predeceased her husband; and when
he dlod without issue, twelve years ago.
ho bequeathed this historic homo of
tho Sussex Newhams, which had passed
Into the possession of the Shelleys Id
Hie reign of Queen Anne, to Alexander
Munster, along with his large fortune,
Munster being in no sense of the word
related to him, hut merely a very
valued friend.
Tho prince's family dates back hi

an unbroken male line to the year ton.
His grandfather represented the Klng-dorn of llaihovar at the Congross of
Vienna; In 1816, and he himself Is a
major on the reserve list of the Prus¬
sian Garde du Corps, and a member of
the Prussian House of Lord?,
(Copyright. 1911, by the Brent wood

Company.)
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